Keweenaw Peninsula
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The Keweenaw is Michigan’s ToP of the World! Here is where the Iargest fresh waters on
carth create a Pcninsula called the Keweenaw. This is where adventure falls from the
s|<9, grows from the ground and sPrings from Lake SuPerior. The Keweenaw is a great

Place to visit on your snowmobiles in winter, or for a lcisurel9 summer drive.

CoPPer Harbor:

The vi”agc of CoPPer Harbor, Michigan‘s northernmost community, offers the visitor an
oPPortunitg to visit a trulg uniquc UPPcr Peninsula community. The discovcry of huge
pure copper clc[:)osits in 1843 Proclucecl the need for a government land office. In 1844,
the first contingent of U.s. Army troops arrived to begin construction of Fort Wilkins to
maintain law and order in the settlement of mineral prospectors. Some of the ear19
miners stagecl on to settle the area and became the ancestors of many of the current
townfolk and shop owners. The port of Copper Harbor became one of the main
shiPPing Points for copper going out and suPPIics coming, in. The original CoPPer
Harbor Lighthouse was built in 1849, the present one in 1867. Much of what was built
then is still there for you to see toclag.




Keweenaw Ghost Towns:

i you are fascinated bg the aura of the past, the Keweenaw Peninsula is the P|ace for
you. Wander among ruins of old mines and locations that used to be teeming with
excitement. In the late 1800's and carlg 1900's the Keweenaw Peninsula was alive with the
sounds of the copper mines. The miners' Picks are cluiet now, the families are gone, and
all that is left is the sound of the wind rust|ing through the ruins of these abandoned
mines and buildings. DO NOT ENTER THE BUILDINGS OR RUINS.

CENTRAL MINE
At one time Central Mine, oPened in 1854, was a toP copper Producer. It was located in

an ancient mining Pi’c along an outcroP below a Greenstone Bluff.

The remains of this town are located on the west side of highway 41 just 4 miles north of
Phoenix. Cornish miners and their families flocked from Britain and with their extensive
mining knowlcclge they hclpecl make this a successful venture. There are several
builc]ings still stancling, most of them occuPiecl bg summer residents. You can still see
some of the old mine builclings and rock Pilcs as you drive through the vi”age. The old
Methodist Episcopal Church, erected in 1868, has been rccentlg restored.

CLIFF

A |ive|9 vi”age grew up around the fabulous Cliff Mine, established in 1844 bg John
Hayes, a Pharmacist from Pittsburgh, PA. It was the first Proﬁtable mine in the
Keweenaw. At its Peak, 840 men were cmPlogecl. Great copper masses were found
regularlg at the Cliff Mine. Mang were so immense (50-100 tons) theg rcc]uirecl clags of
cutting before theg could be divided into sections small enough to transport to the dock
at Eagle River. The Cliff Proc]ucecl over 40 million Pounds of copper. The \/i”age was
clustered around the mine at the base of the cliff where a cemetery still exists across the
west branch of the Eagle River. Later the \/i”age moved across the road where the
Keweenaw Central Railroad established a station. begoncl the tracks is the old German
Cemetery. The Cliff Mine closed in 1875. Umcortuna’celg, little remains except some old
foundations and rock Piles. The Cliffis Iocatedjust left of highwag 41 north of Mohawk.



GAY

Just a few miles east of Kersearge on the east shore of the Keweenaw Peninsula in the
vi”age of Gay. The Mohawk Mining Compang built its stamp mill here in 1898. Gay is
located at the water's eclge because water was needed for the flotation method of
separating copper from ore and the Iarge lake offered ideal dumping ground for the
tons of residual stamp sand. 159 19%2 the stamp sand went out a mile Past the original
shore. Gag was named for Joseph . Gay, one of the founders of the Mohawk and
Wolverine Mining Companies. The 265" Gag smokestack still stands and serves as a
landmark for boaters. There are still some summer residents here and a few harclg souls

who stay all winter. There are no stores or gas stations, so plan accordingy.
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MANDAN

If you are interested in seeing a realistic ghost town, your triP is not complete without a
drive through Mandan. About four miles north of Delaware on highwag 41, 1s a post on
the right that reads Mandan. Turn east and follow the little dirt road for a few feet and

you will see the old bui!dings left from a once thriving mining town.

Your first glimpse is the old house at the top of a small hill, the remains of one of the
"double” houses that were built at that time. Turn right on the dirt road and g0 around
the foundation of what was Probablg the old general store on your right and you are on
the Main Street of Mandan. If you keep going down Main Street and turn to the right
you will be back on highwag 4.

This was the site of the Mandan Mining Company (186%) and was home at one time to
about 300 People. At this time, there are three or four houses left that are aPParentlg
used bg summer residents, and you can see many old foundations and the remains of
some unfortunate houses that have collaPscd. At one time there were 10 houses in
double rows on each side of Main Street.

The school, built in 1907, was on a little hill and faced the woods but all that remains is
the foundation. In the earlg 1900's the town was at the end of the line for the railroad
and had a railroad depot. Some say the town was named for a local Indian tribe that
used red clge for decorations and mandan is a Welsh word for red clgc, while others say it

was named for "that man Dan", Daniel Spencer, a Scotish-Irish miner from Canada.

PHOENIX
Phoenix is located on highwag 41 at thcjunction of M-26 to Eagle River. Once (about
1872) a thriving mining town of around 500 to 1000 People, but toc]ag there are onlg a


http://www.exploringthenorth.com/mandan/mine.html
http://www.exploringthenorth.com/mandan/mine.html

few old bui!ciings and the Phoenix Church remaining, at the site of the old mine. St.
Marg‘s Church was built in 1858 to serve the Catholic residents of the mining Communit9
of C!iicic, the scene of the area's first major copper ciiscovcrg in 1844 In 1899 the church
was dismantled and reassembled in Phoenix, where it was renamed the Church of the
Assumption. The Keweenaw County Historical Society has Purciiaseci and restored the
property so the Phoenix Church appears much as it did over 100 years ago.

Snowmobiling the Keweenaw:
Snowmobilers can receive a 99.9% guarantee that tlﬁcg will find Plenty of snow in the
Keweenaw Peninsula every year between the months of December and APril. Lake
SUPerior is resPonsiblc for most of the SNOW, blanketing this regjon with 16 to 20 feet of
SNOW annua”g. The Keweenaw Peninsula is surrounded on three sides bg Lake Superior,
More than 200 miles of Pencectiy maintained trails link riders with over 2,500 miles of
trails throughout the UPPer Peninsula of Michigan.

Many riders reach this area via the Bill Nicholls Trail, an abandoned railroad grade that
serves as a super higlﬁway to the Keweenaw Peninsula. The Bill Nichols trail starts at
Adventure Mountain near Ontonagon. The Freda Trail IooP connects with the Bill
Nichols trailjust north of Toivola and offers riders a fun-filled trek to view Lake Superior
andjoin back up with the trail near South Range.

Traveling north from Hancock, the Stevens and Keweenaw Trails join together in the
Calumet and Laurium areas Providing an excellent start to cxPloring beautiful "CoPPer
Countrg". Scenic Aag triPs from this area to Gay and Dreamland are nighlg

rccommendeci,

Once riders have made it this Far, thcg are almost alwags overcome i:)g the urge to make
it all the way to the tiP of the Keweenaw Peninsula where the Clark Mine Trail and
Mandan Trail lead to a sPcctacuiar view of Higi'i Rock Bay. Located near the tiP of the
Keweenaw is the cozy little town of Coppcr Harbor which welcomes snowmobilers to
enjoy the peace and serenity of this scenic area. A trip on the L’)rockwag Mountain Trail
wiii make you feel as if you are riding on top of the world. The Panoramic view from the

toP lets riders overlook CoPPer Harbor and Lake SuPerior.
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